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BIRTHS, DEATHS AND INFANT MORTALITY IN FORTY-TWO 
LARGE CITIES OF THE WORLD DURING 1931 


Birthrates in 1931 


Facts on births and deaths for the year 1931 in forty-two of the 
world’s large cities are now available. In 24 of the cities the 
birthrate declined more than 5 per cent. in 1931, as compared with 
1930. In only two of the cities,* namely, Glasgow and Rio de Janeiro, 
was there any increase at all in the birthrate. The ten large German 
cities all showed declines of more than 10 per cent. in live births in 
1931 over 1930. In Berlin, the birthrate last year reached the low 
figure of 8.7 per 1,000, the smallest figure for any of the German 
cities having a population of 500,000 and over, and one of the lowest 
birthrates for any city in the world. ‘The 1931 birthrate in Berlin 
was the lowest in the history of that city and may be compared with 
rates of 11.2, 17.5, and 11.4 per 1,000 prevailing in Berlin during 
1925, 1920, and 1915, respectively. In Dresden and Frankfort, the 
birthrate fell below 10 per 1,000 for the first time in the peace-time 
history of these two cities. 

Every one of the fourteen large American cities recorded a drop 
in the birthrate during 1931. The decline was 22 per cent. in Boston 
and 17 per cent. in Detroit. The only large United States city with 
a birthrate over 20 per thousand was Pittsburgh, and there, the rate 
declined more than 6 per cent. from the 1930 figure. 


Deathrates in 1931 


A favorable record was registered for mortality during 1931 in 
these world cities. All the German cities had either a substantially 
lower deathrate in 1931 than in 1930, or else a stationary deathrate. 
In Breslau and Frankfort, the decline in mortality during 1931 was 





*Bombay showed an increase of 6.6 per cent. in the birthrate during 1931, but was excluded 
from comparison because of the known incompleteness of birth reporting. 
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greater than 10 per cent. Munich, Leipzig and Dresden had 
declines of between 5 and 10 per cent. The Berlin deathrate was 
unchanged. 

Among fourteen of our American cities, slight increases in the 
deathrate were observed for five cities; and decreases for six, with 
Detroit and Milwaukee leading. How much of the decline in 
mortality, as well as in the number of births in Detroit, was due to 
the emigration of persons by reason of prevailing unemployment con- 
ditions is not known. The deathrate in New York City showed a very 
small increase during 1931 (less than 1 per cent.). In four out of 
six of the large cities in Great Britain, the deathrate rose at least 
5 per cent. during 1931. In Liverpool, the increase was 10.2 per 
cent. and in the civilian population of London, the 1931 rate was 8.8 
per cent. in excess of that for 1930. Amsterdam and Rotterdam 
showed substantial increases in mortality also (7.0 per cent. for the 
first and 15.4 per cent for the second city). Both the birthrate and 
the deathrate in Stockholm remained stationary during 1931. In- 
creasing crude deathrates may be expected in European cities from 
now on, in view of the shifting of the populations into the older age 
groups. 

Infant Mortality in 1931 


Infant mortality increased significantly during 1931 in the six 
large British cities. The increase in Liverpool amounted to 14.8 
per cent.; in Birmingham, to 12.9 per cent., and in London, to 10.2 
per cent. In six of the ten large German cities, the infant mortality 
rate declined, and in the remaining four cities there were slight in- 
creases. Six of the fourteen American cities registered increases in 
infant mortality during 1931, five recorded decreases, and in three 
large American cities the infant mortality rate was stationary. The 
greatest increase in infant mortality among the large American 
cities occurred in St. Louis (11.1 per cent.) and this was closely 
paralleled by the Baltimore record, an increase of 10.8 per cent. 
Detroit showed the largest decrease in infant mortality for the 
fourteen leading American cities (12.3 per cent.). The world cities 
with very low infant mortality rates during 1931 were: Amsterdam 
(34 infant deaths under one year per 1,000 live births); Stockholm 
(41 per 1,000); San Francisco (42 per 1,000); Sydney, Australia 
(45 per 1,000) and Rotterdam (48 per 1,000). 

The comparative facts are shown in the table on page 3. 

World economic conditions during 1931 affected chiefly the 
birthrate; and this may be a side effect of prevailing world conditions 
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1928 to 1931 


Birth, Death, and Infant Mortality Rates for Principal Cities of the 
World Having Populations of 500,000 or More. 
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City 
% ine. (+) % ine. (+) 
1931}1930)1929 or dec. (—)|| 1931 1929/1928 1931/1930) 1929)}1928)or dec. (—) 
1931-1930 1931-1930 
Unitep States 
Baltimore......... 18.0 |18.6]18.7|20.0} — 3.2 {14.2 |13.9)14.5)15.0) + 2.2 72 | 65 | 73 | 82 +10.8 
Sr 18.0 |23.1/23.1)24.2} —22.1 13.8 |14.1)15.0)14.9] — 2.1 70 | 69 | 69 | 77 + 1.4 
DOD, Socccdscth 18.5$}20. 1/20.6)/21.5| — 8.0 ||12.44/12.9)13.9)13.7) — 3.9 66 | 67 | 66 | 74 — 1.5 
cg | ere 15.3 |17.1|17.7|18.1) —10.5 {10.4 |10.4)11.2)12.1 0 56 | 54 | 60 | 64 + 3.7 
Cleveland......... 17.8 |19.8}19.6)20.3) —10.1 {11.0 /|11.0)12.2/11.8 0 53 | 55 | 61 | 60) — 3.6 
Pe 17.3 |20.8/22.3|22.2) —16.8 8.2] 9.3/10.9]10.9] —11.8 57 | 65 | 69 | 77 —12.3 
Los Angeles....... 13.3 |14.3)14.5)15.7) — 7.0 10.8 }11.2)11.4)12.1) — 3.6 58 | 61 | 65 | 66 — 4.9 
Milwaukee........ 18.3 |20.0)20.9|21.3) — 8.5 9.0} 9.6)10.7/11.0) — 6.3 |} 56 | 58 | 75 | 71 — 3.5 
New York........./16.3 |17.6)18.1)18.8| — 7.4 |}10.9|10.8/11.3]11.7) + 0.9 57 | 57 | 59 | 65 0 
Philadelphia... ....}17.0 }18.3}18.1/19.1) — 7.1 |}11.91/12.5}13.0]13.9) — 4.8 | 59 | 59 | 62 | 71 0 
Pittsburgh........ 20.9 |22.3/22.1/23.2)} — 6.3 14.0 |13.9)14.5)15.5) + 0.7 72 | 69 | 74 | 75 + 4.3 
Ce eee 17.3 |17.6)18.3)18.2) — 1.7 |14.6/|13.9)14.5)14.9| + 5.0 60 | 54 | 59 | 63 +11.1 
San Francisco...... 11.8 |12.3}12.3)13.3) — 4.1 13.0 |13.0)13.0/13.5 0 42 | 40 | 50 | 46 + 5.0 
Washington, D. C..|19.0 |19.2/18.4)18.7) — 1.0 {15.8 |15.2/15.4/15.1) + 3.9 71 | 71 | 71 | 65 0 
CANADA 
Montreal.......... 25.8 |26.5|26.6)26.8)} — 2. 12.2 |13.8}14.8/15.8 112 |125 |132 |144 | —10.4 
PED. 2 severe 20.6 |22.0/21.3)21.6) — 6.4 |10.8 3/11.8)11.8 71 | 75 73 | — 5.3 
Great Britain 
Birmingham....... 17.1 |17.8)17.5)18.1) — 3.9 |j11. 13.4)10.9} + 70 | 62 | 79 | 65 +12.9 
I sos 6.0062 21.1 |20.1/19.6)20.6; + 5.0 14.2 15.3}13.7| + 104 |101 |107 |107 + 3.0 
Liverpool......... 21.6 |21.7/21.6)21.9} — 0.5 {14.0 14.8/12.8) + 93 | 81 | 95 | 92 +14.8 
London*.......... 15.0 |15.7|15.7)15.9)} — 4.5 12.4 13.8}11.6) + 65 | 59 | 70 7 +10.2 
Manchester........|16.0 |17.2|17.3|17.2| — 7.0 {13.4 15.3}12.9) + 83 | 78 | 96 | 90 + 6.4 
Sheffield.......... 15.0 |15.1)15.5)16.1) — 0.7 11.0 12.8)11.3) + 70 | 66 | 87 | 73 + 6.1 
AUSTRALIA 
Sydney and suburbe| 16.3 |18.6/21.5| § —12.4 | 9.1 11.8] § 45 | 50 | 55 | § —10.0 
Brazin 
Rio de Janeiro... . .|20.8 |20.5|21.4 + 1.5 114.4 14.8] § + 0.7 |/158 |161 |157 | § — 1.9 
Denmark 
Copenhagen....... 15.0 |15.5)15.3 — 3.2 11.7 11.7/11.6} + 0.9 | 51 | 71 | 64 | 59 | —28.2 
France 
ET eee 14.4 |14.7|14.8 — 2.0 113.7 |13.3/15.1/13.8| + 3.0 || 82 | 88 | 99 | 96| — 6.8 
Germany 
S55. sieeaiere 8.7} 9.9/10.0) 9.8) —12.1 111.2 |11.2)12.5)11.3 0 69 | 74 | 86 | 78 | — 6.8 
SS ices ice 12.0 |15.3]15.8)14.7] —21.6 {111.5 |13.1]14.3)12.5| —12.2 92 | 95 |116 |105 — 3.2 
Cologne........... 13.2 |15.3}16.1)15.8| —13.7 10.0 |10.3)12.2)10.4; — 2.9 85 | 83 |101 + 2.4 
Dortmund......... 14.8 |17.4/17.3)18.5| —14.9 9.6| 9.9/11.5) 9.9] — 3.0 99 | 97 115 | 91 + 2.1 
Dresden... .| 9.5 }13.0)13.2)11.4) —26.9 10.8 |11.5]13.2/10.7) — 6.1 61 | 64 | 85 | 85 | — 4.7 
Essen a. R......... 15.0 |17.0)17.6)17.8} —11.8 9.1] 9.1)10.7) 9.4 0 90 | 98 j111 |100 — 8.2 
Frankfort a, M.....| 9.9 |12.2]12.4/12.0] —18.9 9.3 |10.5)11.4] 9.5) —11.4 || 52 | 51 | 63 + 2.0 
Hamburg + ee 11.4 |13.5}13.5}12.7] —15.6 |10.8 |11.3]12.3]10.6) — 4.4 || 72 | 73 | 76 | 78| — 1.4 
SS ypeienes 10.6 |13.2)14.1)12.9] —19.7 {10.5 |11.2]13.1]10.9] — 6.3 | 89 | 87 |117 |101 + 2.3 
Munic' .|10.8 |13.9]13.9]12.4) —22.3 {11.6 |12.5]13.5]11.4) — 7.2 || 78 | 80 | 86| 79 | — 2.5 
Huneary 
Budapest.......... 16.3 |16.9|17.0 — 3.6 12.7 |11.9/13.6)12.9 93 | 84 |101 | 94 +10.7 
Inpta 
Bombayt......... 20.9 |19.6/18.5 + 6.6 {19.3 |21. 2/20. 4/21.0 272 \290 |299 {311 — 6.2 
eS eae 40.5 |48.5|43.7 —16.5 35.5 |43.2/42.1) § 245 |244 |254 + 0.4 
Neraertanps 
Amsterdam........ 16.7 |17.5}17.8 — 4.6 |.9.2] 8.6)10.2) 9.0 34 | 37 | 48 | 438) — 8.1 
Rotterdam........ 19.7 |20.4/20.0 — 3.4 9.0] 7.8) 9.5) 8.5 48 | 41 | 49 | 39 +17.1 
Swepen 
Stockholm .|10.8 |10.8/10.2 0 11.4 11.8/11.3 41 | 46 | 46 | 50 | —10.9 
*Civilian population. tRegistration of births incomplete. tExclusive of Institutional Districts. §Data not available. 











upon the marriage rate. The extent to which declining marriages 
in 1930 and 1931 affected first births, the crude birthrates, and infant 
mortality rates, in 1931, cannot as yet be determined from the figures 
at hand. Deathrates and infant mortality rates have not shown, 
as yet, any definite effect of the economic situation. 


SMALLPOX IN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA, 1931 


Reports from 43 states, the District of Columbia, and 8 
Canadian provinces indicate a decided decrease in the preva- 
lence of smallpox in these areas during the year 1931. The case- 
fatality rate, however, showed no appreciable reduction. 

The two tables that follow show the number of cases, deaths, 
and case-fatality rates that prevailed in a number of American states 
and Canadian provinces and in groups of cities within these areas: 


Smallpox Cases, Deaths and Case-Fatality Rates, Years 1929-1931, 
for 43 States, District of Columbia, and 8 Canadian Provinces 














1931 1930 1929 
AREA DEATHS DEATHS DEATHS 
Cases |DEeATHS|PER 100) Cases |DEATHS|PER 100} Casgs|DEATHS|PER 100 
CasEs CasEs CasEs 
United States and 
CORRE... ose ss 26,869) 93 .85 |44,977| 160 .36 |40,033) 127 32 
United States (43 
States and District 
of Columbia) ...... 26,004; 91 .385 143,694) 158 .36 138,048) 120 RY 
Canada (8 Provinces).. 865 2 23 | 1,283 2 -16 | 1,985 7 35 



































Smallpox Cases, Deaths and Case-Fatality Rates, for the Years 
1929-1931, for 626 United States Cities and 85 Canadian Cities 











1931 1930 1929 
AREA DEATHS DEATHS DEATHS 
Cases|DEATHS]PER 100] Cases|DEATHS|PER 100} Cases|DEATHS|PER 100 
CASES. CasEs CasEs 





United States and 
Canadian Cities (711)| 7,946 13 .16 }11,972) 24 .20 |11,414) 33 20 


United States Cities 
WS oeaes aes cres 7,470 13 .17 {11,637} 24 .21 {10,705} 32 .30 


Canadian Cities (85)...| 476 0 0 335 0 0 709 1 .14 
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The total number of cases, it will be noted, declined from 44,977, 
in 1930, to 26,869, in 1931. In the United States alone, the drop 
was from 43,694 cases to 26,004, and in Canada, from 1,283 to 865. 
The case-fatality rate, however, was not appreciably reduced except 
in the urban centers of the United States, where the rate recorded 
for a group of 626 cities was only .17 per hundred cases, as compared 
with .21 in 1930. In 85 Canadian cities, there have been no deaths 
from smallpox during the past two years, and only one fatal case 
was reported in 1929. 

Lest we become too complacent over these figures, it is well to 
realize that, of the 26,004 cases of smallpox reported in 43 states last 
year, at least 86 per cent., or 22,413 cases, occurred in but 19 states, 
lying chiefly in the north central and western sections of the country. 
Two states—Kansas and South Dakota—reported more than one case 
per thousand of population, and three others—Indiana, Iowa and 
Vermont—just barely missed that ratio. Indiana, alone, recorded 
more than three thousand cases; Iowa and Kansas, well over two 
thousand each, and Illinois, Ohio, Oklahoma and Texas, very close 
to that number. 


Selected States and Canadian Provinces Showing Above-Average 
Prevalence of Smallpox During the Year 1931 














CasEs 
AREA CaAsEs PER 100,000 
POPULATION 
THehs TP SRE a eit aa 22,413 46 
Arkansas...... RE RE LEA. EI 760 40 
PONS aus Susie odb> sean teuee os 1,524 25 
Nc hs Se oak tags lee eg lo cain ta x oh 127 28 
Ra RNR pa lea maa tl se | 1,766 22 
MIS iad Os oes cota hk sees bets 3,050 93 
SE reese, ir hs neta erin Sam es abe eet aay a 2,225 89 
ae i Ss aa ate ag ob SESS Vig b WO Ee ae 2,529 133 
IA EE eee Ps Pe ees 633 29 
LE SIE NE, OO RE GOP OO Ce 129 24 
I coalesce aptamer oe oA 417 60 
Ne ee Date pags aaa cae eM ae iad 1,767 26 
I FS iam clcwices cieia'y'y. abe ops wine eS 1,968 80 
ec a ba ow a5 a china ARTE Le 2 785 80 
ee NR oS. ae aad Pe rewes 754 107 
NR 223, f55 %, Ui 2d sls dow 2% bias) 662 24 
NE a a a ka, vag Ree oily pt atte Sip tawel 1,819 30 
Se Fe A a Ine tare ee te 327 90 
IONS a. 2. Sioa le sv le ons dpanad ont emesis 1,112 69 
I ooo, oc wh bos Chas hehe pes PES G 59 25 
CANADA 
NN ss en Nace da ae wincens 568 62 























Prevalence of Smallpox in States Bordering the Atlantic Ocean 
(Including the District of Columbia) During the Year 1931 














CasEs 
STATES CasEs PER 100,000 
POPULATION 
Tora, 15 STATES AND DISTRICT OF 
Ec bis.4'4. 6% 00 able alba ou ole Wi 1,063 2 
ONES Tap te tke iy rye ar aero ere oe 1 : 
New Hampshire................220000- 5 1 
NS a ee ae 6 23 
en See ee ne ee .0 0 
oo 5 5s 6 ce pce c-6 ga Gace 96 5 
TE 2 se iccees ot eek ec be ew ess 461 3 
NO a iio, hugs pint Sakiors: teres bead 9 6 
ok. 555 5.a7b in slog eee oxho 945, - 10 . 
LA ee ye ree ne Pa 0 0 
District of Columbia................... 0 0 
ity en. SN SR RRR RE 1 . 
MM Sr. a 2 foe sage wd Fee als 124 5 
ee rere re ee eee 63 1 
I 56 oe uke, Wek ob vie Risto ae oie , 84 4 
Mee Sires Sag oe Ss he be ea eee es 176 6 
I eo cant so 5 deeb id ahs ce. neta wes 9h bd 08nd 27 1 














*Less than .5 cases per 100,000 population. 


The states just mentioned are, by and large, those in which there 
is not general acceptance of the value of vaccination and revaccina- 
tion as preventive measures against smallpox. To appreciate fully 
the significance of the figures cited above, it is necessary merely to 
compare them with those of a group of 15 states in which vaccina- 
tion is the general practice, namely, the states along the Atlantic 
Seaboard. The population of these 15 states is approximately that 
of the first group of 19, that is 48,900,000 against 48,711,000. And 
yet there were only 1,063 smallpox cases reported in these Atlantic 
Coast States as against 22,413 in the central and western group. 
The case-incidence rate in these Eastern Seaboard States is only two 
per 100,000, as against 46 per 100,000 in the central and western 
group. Comparing the three Pacific Coast States with those on the 
Atlantic Seaboard, it is found that there were reported more than 
three times as many cases of smallpox (3,421) in the former area as 
in the latter (1,063), although the population of the Pacific States is 
only one-sixth that of the Atlantic States. In fact, there were more 
smallpox cases (1,112) in the single State of Washington, with a 
population of but 1,589,000, than occurred among the 48,900,000 
inhabitants of the whole Atlantic Coast. 
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These findings reflect the fuller appreciation and more general 
acceptance of vaccination as a preventive against smallpox among the 
population of the Eastern Seaboard. If, for example, the same 
conditions had existed in the Atlantic Coast area as prevailed to 
cause the high case-rate of 133 per 100,000 in Kansas, there would 
have occurred over 65,000 cases of smallpox in these states instead 
of the 1,063 cases actually recorded. 


Selected Cities in the United States and Canada Showing High 
Prevalence of Smallpox in 1931 











Cases 
City CasEs PER 100,000 
POPULATION 
UNITED STATES: 
RE OER ee ee ree res Pee pre hae tN 85 1,035 
LE RRR Ey Cos sere a 65 451 
WI NS, hn occcks soca 9:5 Ase owd ceed 78 550 
eT I ccc 4g us"se > oe te asm Se 0m oie 77 292 
nh RES Sy ORB at Pere cat SLO D 88 271 
OS ER ST ae eer 198 224 
Pe oi ny 6-5 550-0 8 6-9 dao Ree ald 152 371 
pO OAT ae nes ener BAPE ar eee 08 72 106 
SS Se ree ree 343 93 
MN I os o's 3 64a a bn Sabon 90h 4G 225 678 
ER ne ee re 54 298 
aie 55 Bis Wyaiie, crys neis 2 a.9 «dees mce ace 278 582 
ee ik o's ae bn'b 6 > 9 0.0.n-ae ecdore 76 873 
ROGUE, TOWED. oi. sic sic ve eccedenesse 218 805 
Council Bluffs, Iowa.............-ceeece0. 289 676 
55 o-0.d) sp 0.0 ay 0d bd ashes we 251 410 
BE I, BIBS gcc c ec dee e oc daldodeeee aye 296 205 
DAR tei BOOMs. «5h cc estes Sei de Bayes 76 321 
TIN 5 he ok aos oe oa oko 0 ado apes ys gg 529 
Mammaens Cy, Baa se eee 48 336 
oa aia yo ins « seca eenipnso''-ccaiies 128 1,188 
a. Sa eae ae pera ererer ar 51 122 
BE SR oes bist ade gees et ene 49 95 
SNES Un OS): Sighs be wigsd tC seuss oe 200t 891 
a2 5s nnn, ato o, 0 oln when gd GR ase 76 97 
Ns oon a inad's-> 5.001% 4 50 Seams wig 432 199 
EOE On ae he a Po en ee Se 288 679 
een CREW COMI ooo aia assign 5 ote ene a 192 98 
PU OM ccs thes Seeks Gd oae eee 266 87 
ee I, aig soloed vise dawns vada 71 207 
ES TSS rene 93 73 
Pert Were, TOMOS..... 2 ieee fel 129 76 
EI WE, fi foso se okies wa pees KS 74 998 
NE pig sl odin dats alone 185 158 
WE, SOM Sa oe 5 STN Se root eee wee tei es 68 302 
CANADA 

ge | Rnaeeeeear eis peket Set rye 366 865 

















*Fiscal year ending March 31, 1931. tApproximate. 
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The table on page 7 shows the number of cases and the case-rate 
per 100,000 for each of a number of cities in which the disease was 
especially prevalent during 1931. 

It is hard to realize that in this day, with our knowledge of the 
ease with which smallpox can be controlled, there are communities 
like Helena, Arkansas; Fort Scott, Kansas, and Bennington, Vermont, 
where one out of every hundred of the population has been infected 
with smallpox during a single year. What this means can best be 
understood by supposing the same case-rate that was reported for 
Fort Scott, Kansas, to have prevailed in the City of New York. In 
that case, there would have occurred in 1931 at least 85,000 cases of 
smallpox in New York. Actually only one case was reported in the 
Metropolis during that year. 


NON-FATAL INJURIES IN THE HOME 


One-half of the non-fatal, disabling injuries cared for by visiting 
nursing associations in this country last year arose out of activities 
in the home. Forty-five per cent. of these disabling injuries, further- 
more, resulted from activity in public, outside the home and outside 
of gainful employment. Only 5 per cent. were chargeable to the 
activity of earning a living. 

Falls accounted for 43 per cent. of non-fatal home injuries, and 
among the leading elements of hazard were falls on or down stair- 
ways, falls on floors, from balconies and porches and over or from 
chairs. The stepladder accounted for nearly 2 per cent. of the 
home injuries reported. Out of 2,317 falls, only 19 occurred in bath- 
tubs. This seems to acquit the bathtub of the blame which has 
been attached to it recently as a source of domestic injury. The 
student of domestic hazards may do well to concentrate attention 
on the unsafe stairway, the slippery floor, the skidding rug and the 
shaky stepladder. 

Burns accounted for more than one-quarter of the home injuries 
requiring nursing care, and here the chief agencies seemed to be the 
steaming kettle, the washboiler and stoves and grates. Cuts from 
knives, and wounds from ice picks, accounted for 15 per cent. of the 
domestic injuries. Machinery around the home was no incon- 
siderable agency of injury; last year sundry domestic machines 
accounted for 3 per cent. of the injuries. Cats and dogs accounted 
for 36 injuries serious enough to require nursing care. While these 
injuries by animals were less than one per cent. of the total arising in 
home activities, the number is sufficient to suggest that these pets 
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give rise to a considerable toll of injury in this country each year. 
Seventeen of these 36 animal injuries occurred among children under 
fifteen years of age. 


In the following table, we present a digest of the home injury facts 
reported by the nurses of 58 visiting nurse associations: 


Agencies of Injury in the Home 
Visiting Nurse Association Experience in 1931 














NUMBER NT. 
AGENCY OF evan ll SS a 

ALL INJURIES IN THE HoME................ 5,340 100.0 
Per a FIO Aiea 2,317 43.4 
EP ee ee ey aera 117 y 
NIRS ets er oh oy o's is bos Baik a ade s Gm tiewieee 117 re 
PG Son Aa'd kee eA oe ee Halas Ghar 267 5.0 
PE 5s once cates G sine peicoanieieaated 81 in 
IN Sola ag Sg a ha eo o iacdie bP Eo 965 18.1 
Other agencies of falling................ 770 14.4 
oe ed eS cud cota ventas 1,401 26.2 
ey ee ose ie ae 229 4.3 
TEOE TG; GUCRI wg. ek ckin ones a bieieie tes 749 14.1 
do NENTS IRIAST pelea ae iin ar iat te ek sth 136 25 
DOME Gs hoes Od, SUS ke Solos Sha Bis 45 8 
Corrosive substances................... 33 6 
Other burning agencies................. 209 3.9 
Cutting or piercing instruments............ 781 14.6 
I 5 8 a ob accede save 2 Eee oak 155 2.9 
MN? Fo co a a hele so Fea ee 36 re | 
NE ed GS oe er Re 23 A 
CN OS abs sacs oa aan 627 11.8 














HEALTH RECORD FOR APRIL, 1932 


The lowest mortality rate ever recorded, for the month of April, 
among the industrial populations of the United States and Canada 
was that registered this year. The figure is 9.6 deaths per 1,000 
living, which may be compared with 9.8 in April of last year, and 
with 10.4 in March of this year. Health conditions during the latter 
part of April were particularly favorable. The deathrates quoted 
above were observed among the many millions of Industrial policy- 
holders of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company in the United 
States and Canada. 


With one-third of 1932 behind us, it is obvious that depression 
and unemployment have not yet made any inroads upon the health 
of the people. The year-to-date deathrate for the January-April 
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period (9.4 per 1,000) shows this conclusively ; for it is lower than ever 
previously registered for the like part of any year. Furthermore, 
the mortality is below that of any other year in all sections of the 
United States, and in Canada. 

The more detailed aspects of the health record of the winter and 
early spring of 1932 are as follows. There have been sharp declines 
in the mortality from such important diseases as influenza, tuber- 
culosis and pneumonia. From these three diseases alone there have 
been 2,938 fewer deaths in this insured group, in the first four months 
of 1932, than would have occurred if the much higher deathrates 
of the like part of 1931 had prevailed. There have been, also, slight 
reductions this year in deaths from cerebral hemorrhage, organic 
heart disease, chronic nephritis, accidents and automobile fatalities, 
as well as from several diseases of lesser numerical importance. The 
prevailing low cumulative rate of 97.1 per 100,000 for pneumonia 
has never before been even closely approached during the like period 
of any year. In 1931, for example, it was 126.5; in 1930, 117.2, and 
in 1929, 154.6. The influenza deathrate is down 31 per cent. and 
that for tuberculosis 10 per cent. ina single year. The reductions for 
heart disease and automobile fatalities, although small, are of unusual 
interest. For, if they are still in evidence at the end of 1932, they 
will mark breaks in an almost continuously rising deathrate for these 
causes of death over a long series of years. 

The cancer situation, as in 1931, is the black spot in the year’s 
health record. For many years, it is true, there has been a rising 
tendency in the cancer mortality rate. Up to 1931, however, the 
increase from year to year had been relatively small—even though 
persistent; but last year the rise amounted to 7.4 per cent.; 
and this year, to date, there has been a further rise of 6.8 per cent. 

The deathrate in the general population of the large cities of the 
United States in April was 12.5 per 1,000 estimated population, as 
compared with 13.6 in March and 12.9 in April, 1931. The diseases 
which showed increased prevalence in April were measles, polio- 
myelitis and smallpox. Those for which fewer cases were reported 
were diphtheria, influenza, scarlet fever and typhoid fever. Com- 
parison with April, 1931, shows more sickness from influenza, scarlet 
fever and typhoid fever with a lower incidence of diphtheria, measles, 
poliomyelitis and smallpox. 





The following table shows the mortality among Industrial policy- 
holders for April, 1932; March, 1932, and April, 1931, together with 
the cumulative rate for the first four months of each year. 


METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


Deathrates* per 100,000 for Principal Causes Premium-Paying 
Business in Industrial Department (Annual Basis) 


Montus oF APRIL, 1932; Marcu, 1932, AND AprRIL, 1931 








ANNUAL RATE PER 100,000 Lives Exposrep* 





Cumulative 


Causes OF DEATH Jan.-April 


Apr. 
1932 





1932 1931 





TotaL—ALL CAUSES 943. 


NO 





Typhoid fever 


Scarlet fever 

Whooping cough 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

Tuberculosis (All forms) 
Tuberculosis of resp’y system. 


Diabetes mellitus 

Cerebral hemorrhage 

Organic diseases of heart 

Pneumonia (All forms) 

Other respiratory diseases 

Diarrhea and enteritis 

Bright’s Disease (Chronic 
nephritis) 

Puerperal state 

Suicides 

Homicides 

Other external causes (excluding 
suicides and homicides) 49.8 
Traumatism by automobiles. . 16.0 15. 18. 

All other causes 206.2 216.5 211. 
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*All figures in this table include insured infants under one year of age. The rates for 1932 are 
subject to slight correction, since they are based on provisional estimates of lives exposed to risk. 


Correspondence on the subjects discussed in these BULLETINS 
may be addressed to: The Editor, 


STATISTICAL BULLETIN, 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, 
1 Madison Avenue, New York City 
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FROM ALL CAUSES 
METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE CO. 
INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT 
ANNUAL DEATHRATE 
PER 1000 
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(DEC) JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC 





1930 9.6 98 96 2.9 88 84 85 76 79 82 78 8G 
1931 10.0 104 10.2 9.8 84 84 83 74 80 78 77 82 
19382* 87 88104 96 


* Rates Por 1932 are Provisional 
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